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II. INTRODUCTION 


Argentina was helpful in the OAS vote on the 
Nicaraguan resolution. The GOA wants a high-level 
bilateral exchange with us during the course of the 
Ecuadorean inauguration. We want to encourage Argentina 
to continue its efforts to end human rights abuses. 

The Foreign Minister will note that progress has been 
made. Pastor may suggest that we should take some 
public action to bolster President Videla's and General 
Viola*s prestige and authority. 

III. ISSUES 


A. Human Rights . There has been some progress 
on human rights in Argentina. Disappearances have 
declined from the 55 per month average in 1978. There 
have been 13 unaccounted disappearances since February 
1, the last occurring May 13. The GOA continues to 
release prisoners held under Executive Power, The 
ICRC reports that prison conditions have improved. 
There is, however, still little information on the 
fate of disappeared persons. Legal efforts to force 
the Government to show cause for holding alleged sub- 
versives have not been successful. 

Points to be Made 


-- We are pleased with motiyers to curb disappearances, 
and urge the government to continue to investigate 
recent cases and definitively end the practice. 

-- We hope families of the disappeared will 
receive information that they request. 


-- We are pleased with .the release of prisoners 
held under Executive Power, and hope that all 



prisoners will be given fair trials or be freed. 

— We remain deeply concerned over the 

continued detention of Jacobo Timermanv 

and hope that he will be released without delay. 

-- We hope to see greater numbers of prisoners 
released under the Right of Option Program. 
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